Daemen College
SUM M ER 1978
HOMECOMING 78 - A BIG SUCCESS
Saturday, May 6th was a day for renewing old
friendships at Daemen. Alumni, Faculty and friends
gathered to talk and become reacquainted at this
year's homecoming celebration. Words of thanks
and praise go to the Homecoming Committee.
Maryanne DiMartino Hendrick, '68, Chairman and
Patricia Pepe Schnitter, '67, Co-Chairman did a
great job of planning and organizing the day's
events. A word of thanks also to the Reunion
class chairmen — Dolores Attea Sapienza, '53,
Delia McKenna McAuliffe, '58, Sylvia Viverito
Fredricks, '63, Margaret Meyers Moar, '68 and
Ann Muccigrosso Keefe, '73.
Thè day got off to a great start with an informal
rap session for alumni and faculty. Over 20 faculty
members came to Schenck Lounge to meet and
greet their former students. The alumni turnout
was disappointing but those who did attend
enjoyed seeing old friends and talking of old and
new times. Marguerite Battaglia, '67 was chairman
for the rap session and we are grateful to her for a
most pleasant afternoon.
130 members of the alumni and their spouses
returned to campus for the dinner/dance on
Saturday night. The evening started off with a
cocktail party in Schenck Lounge. The Class of 68
had a private cocktail party to celebrate the tenth
anniversary of their graduation. Over 40 members
of their class were present for the reunion.

All then gathered in the Wick dining room for
the evening's festivities. Sr. M. Angela Canavan,
President Emeritus, delivered the invocation before
the dinner. The meal was delicious. A big thank
you to Doug Lloyd and his Case Food Service staff.
Following dessert Mrs. Hendrick thanked all who
were involved In making the day a success. Adair
Saviola, new Director of Alumni Relations was
then introduced to the Alumni. Miss Saviola
welcomed the Alumni and their guests back to
campus and said that she hoped this would be the
first in a long line of successful Homecomings.
Mrs. Hendrick then introduced Sr. Paula Fox,
the after dinner speaker. Sr. Paula talked about
what was, what is and what will be for Daemen
College. The members of the Alumni thoroughly
enjoyed Sr. Paula's recollections of‘life at Daemen.
Her comments about the future of the institution
were enthusiastically greeted. Our deep gratitude
goes to Sr. Paula for unselfishly sharing her
thoughts with us.
Dr. Robert S. Marshall, President of Daemen
College, was then introduced. Dr. Marshall made
the presentation of the President's Medal to
Huberta Wolf Schroedel, '67, this year's recipient
of the Distinguished Alum ni Award. Ms. Schroedel
received the award in recognition of the fine work
she has done working as a teacher and counselor
for the Hearing Handicapped. Ms. Schroedel is a
warm and vibrant person who is more than worthy
of being Daemen's first Distinguished Alumna.
Ann Salter, '57, Chairman of the Distinguished
Alumni Selection Committee deserves the credit
for a selection well made.
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Homecoming 1978 (continued)
For the remainder of the evening people mingled
and talked or danced to Music by Muccigrosso.
Ann Muccigrosso Keefe, '7 3 was a lovely addition
to the musical trio. We thank them, and especially
Ann, for the pleasant atmosphere their music
provided.
Although the five year reunion classes are
honored at Homecoming, all members of the
alumni and their guests are welcome to attend.
Why »not start planning to be with us for next
year's celebration now.

On the Cover: Patricia Pepe Schnitter, '67 Co-Chairman
and Maryanne DiMartino Hendricks, '68, Chairman of
Homecoming '78.
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Dr. Robert S. Marshall presents the Distinguished
Sr. Paula Fox addresses alumni and friends of Daemen.

Alumni Award to Huberta W olf Schroedel, '67.

Louise Vella Smyth, '73 and husband. Bob enjoy good
food and conversation at Homecoming.

Dr. James Moran chats with Marguerite Battaglia, '67 at
the Faculty Rap Session.

Andre Hannotte and Peter Siedlecki (r) of the Faculty at
Homecoming Rap Session

Dr. Paule Hennin (c) and Sr. Marie Therese Dixon (r) were
among faculty members who attended the Rap Session.

Dr. Robert S. Marshall at Homecoming Dinner.

PRESIDENT'S CORNER
Dear Fellow Alumni:
A salute to Lannie Kay who presided over the Alumni Board of Governors during a year of exceptional
decision making. The most rewarding goal reached was that of increasing Alumni communication with the
Board of Trustees, the Faculty and the students so as to encourage and support the excellence of Daemen.
I am now excited and challenged about being the Alumni Association's President. I am excited about having
the opportunity to be in one of the best positions to meet the challenges of the following goals the Board
of Governors has set for this year:
First, we will continue to promote and encourage the excellence of Daemen College as we work
with the Faculty, the Students and you.
Second, we hope to provide you with a means of educational, cultural and social advancement.
Thirdly, we will solicit and encourage contributions to the Annual Alumni Fund.
For those of you who are within a reasonable distance of Daemen - we hope to offer many events that will
give you an opportunity to return to your campus. For those who will not find it possible to get to Daemen
this year, we plan to increase communication with you so that you will know of the latest and most
interesting alumni and college activities.
This spring's kick off for an annual Alumni Homecoming was a success. M y dream is for even greater and
more extensive involvement. I want each of you to return to campus and experience the joy of renewing
friendships that occurs in the spirit of this reunion.
"In the sweetness of friendship let there be laughter and sharing of pleasures. For in the dew of little things
the heart finds it's morning and is refreshed."
Sincerely,
Marguerite Battaglia, '67
President
Board of Governors

ALUMNI WELCOMES CLASS OF '78
On Friday, May 19th, the graduating class was
officially welcomed into the ranks of the Alumni
with a reception in the Rathskeller. The party
followed the rehearsal for the graduation ceremony.
The seniors enjoyed roast beef sandwiches and
salads while the beer flowed freely.

DAEMEN WELCOMES NEW ALUMNI DIRECTOR
Daemen College recently welcomed a new
Director of Alumni Relations to the college com
munity. Adair M. Saviola was previously Assistant
Director of Alumni Relations at The Cooper Union
for the Advancement of Science and Art in New
York City. Miss Saviola received her B.A. from
Niagara University and her M.A. from New York
University.
A native Buffalonian, Miss Saviola is delighted
to be back in Western New York after four years
in the Big Apple. Her interests, apart from the
alumni office, include theatre, music and ceramics.
Miss Saviola resides in Buffalo with her family.

Sr. Maura Fortkort was chairman for the reception
and we would like to thank her for a job well done!
Sr. Maura went around to the Seniors and wel
comed them into the alumni association and intro
duced them to Adair Saviola, Director of Alumni
Relations. Together they pointed out some of the
privileges enjoyed by the alumni at Daemen, such
as being able to audit classes at no cost.
The seniors enjoyed the reception and all were
filled with excitement at the prospect of graduation
and what was waiting for them after. A t the same
time they were sad at the thought of leaving their
school and their classmates to go their separate
ways.
We wish only the best things for the class of '78,
success and happiness to all.

A WORD ABOUT CAMPUS MINISTRY
Dear Alumni:
As one Alumnus to another, it gives me great pleasure to write this letter. This is my third year
working at Daemen College in Campus Ministry and I would like to share some of my thoughts with you.
After graduating from Rosary Hill College, '61, I taught in the states of New York and Ohio and was
principal of one of our schools in West Virginia, five years before I returned to Amherst. Believe me, my
experience in Campus Ministry has been both a rewarding and a learning one.
Our Campus Ministry Team consists of, Sister Christine Diensberg, O.S.F. '64, Father Daniel Nelson,
O.F.M., and myself. We extend an invitation to you, your family, and friends to our Campus Parish
Weekend Masses. Our schedule is usually:
Saturday
Sunday

6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Wick - Schenck Lounge
Wick - Schenck Lounge

If you decide to drop in, please call Wick Desk first to confirm our Mass schedule.
I believe our ministry is very much alive! Being available with a listening heart to the needs on campus
has provided the direction our ministry has taken. To give you a little idea as to what flows to and from our
ministry, let me make mention of a few things we have done this past semester.
Campus Ministry sponsors the C A C (Community Action Corps) at Daemen. This provides oppor
tunities for students who wish to volunteer their services to help others in need. Students participate in
planning liturgies, being lectors and Eucharistic Ministers. Last semester we planned special Lenten Services
and held a weekend retreat.
To help offset those tension-filled times during the semester, we sponsored a Crab Race. It brought
many laughs to our College community. Proceeds went to Muscular Dystrophy,
Our Ministry responds to the needs of different organizations sponsoring activities on campus such as
Family Weekend, Winter Weekend, Spring Weekend, class projects and Student Association activities. We
also had an Interfaith Thanksgiving Service during the Fall semester.
Campus Ministry personnel are members of the Student Affairs Staff. Daemen College provides a
Cfhapel (D.S.), office space (Wick), Reading Resource Center and an informal prayer room (D.S.). In case
you haven't visited the College recently, our office is in Wick Center, first floor.
Our Franciscan Order provides the salaries for both Sisters in Campus Ministry. The Diocese of
Buffalo supports us financially with our Priest's salary as well as operating expenses.
Just know that we welcome your presence at any of our Campus Ministry Liturgies, worship services
and activities. If you have any questions, suggestions, etc. . . . please feel free to call our office 839-3600
Ext. 237, or just stop in.
Sincerely yours.
Sister Nancy I Nig, O.S.F. '61

FROM THE D IR E C T O R ’S CHAIR

§>

Dear Members o f the Alum ni:
First o f all let me tell all o f you how pleased I am to be your new Director o f Alumni
Relations. Iam only sorry that I d o n ’t have the opportunity to talk to each o f y o u in person.
There has always been a strong alumni body at Daemen. I hope that we can build on that
tradition to expand for the future. We are all dedicated to private higher education and can
work together for the continuance ; o f quality education here at Daemen.
I will be working with the Alum ni Association Board o f Governors to plan the Alum ni
Program fo r the coming year. We hope to both improve and expand the functions and
services offered to the Alumni. I will also serve as coordinator fo r the Alum ni Fund. This is
a vital alumni function at all schools. I know that through the Alum ni Fund we can build
support to assure quality educational programs at Daemen, so that today’s students will
continue to have the best, as you had!
I would like to meet as many o f you as possible. People in the Western New York area, as
well as out-of-towners here for a visit, are always most welcome to come back to your
campus and stop in at the Alum ni Office. We can have a cup o f coffee, talk and take a look
at Daemen, as it was then and as it is today.
I ’ll always be looking for ideas and new ways in which the Alum ni O ffice can be o f service
to you. I f y o u have any suggestions, please do not hesitate to let me know. I f I can be o f any
help to you in finding lost friends or locating alumni in different parts o f the country please
feel free to call on YOUR office.
I am confident that we will have a successful year and will continue to have a loyal, active
Alum ni Association that will work for the good o f Daemen College.
Sincerely,

„

Adair M. Saviola
Director o f Alum ni Relations

ELECTION NEWS
The Ballots are in! Eight new members have been
elected to the Daemen College Alumni Association
Board of Governors. Thank you all for returning

Deinhart, '56; Richard P. Dunn, '75;
Maura
Fortkort, OSF, '58, Patricia Russo, OSF, '66; and
Ann B. Salter, '57. The Board is now hard at work

your ballots!
The officers for 1978-79 are
Marguerite Battaglia, '67, President; Patricia Pepe
Schnitter, '67, Recording Secretary; Mickey Crysler
Galvin, '60, Corresponding Secretary; and Patricia
Donovan Yungbluth, '68, Treasurer. A President-

to get next year's program in shape. If you have
any suggestions on events that you would like to
see happen - send them to a member of the Board
or the Alumni Office. We hope to have a bigger

Elect will be selected at the Board's September
meeting. The newly elected Board members are
Sylvia Viverito Fredricks, '63; Barbara Biondollilo
Guttuso, '57; Maryanne DiMartino Hendrick, '68;
Barbara Maloney Huber, '66;
Sandra Kreuter
Masterson, '67; Mary Scime Murphy, '72; Kay
Zimmerman Radford, '66; and Theresa Attea Utz,
'56. Remaining on the Board to complete their
terms are Richard R. Boorman, '76; Joan Attea

and better year than ever before!
Lannie Wolf Kay, '64 and Robert Walker, '76 will
not be able to complete their terms on the Board
due to relocation. Lannie's husband, Paul,has been
transferred to Pennsylvania

and

Bob Walker is

moving on to the Boston area. A special thank you
to both Lannie and Bob for all the work they have
done this past year. And all best wishes for them
and their families as they go on to new endeavors.

D A E M E N P LA N S FA LL P R O G R A M
FOR W OMEN
The Counseling Center and Career Planning and
Placement Office of Daemen College are pleased
to announce Metamorphosis, to be offered this fall
through the Extended Studies program.
Metamorphosis is designed for women who are
considering changing directions. If you are a home
maker who has been thinking about entering or re
entering the work force or continuing your educa
tion; if you are seeking a career change; or if you
feel a need to reexamine your values and goals,
you may find this program helpful.
During the four sessions, participants will become
involved in personal evaluation of dissatisfactions,
aspirations and exploration of attitudes and ambi
tions, self-assessment of values, interests, person
ality, motivators and abilities. Personal career
decisions will be made on the basis of test data,
occupational surveys and educational preparation.
Goal setting for the future will be emphasized
through development of individual plans of action.
The workshop will include standardized interest
and personality inventories, assertiveness training,
current career literature, films, books, and resume
preparation. The $60.00 fee includes all materials.
The sessions will meet from 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
on consecutive Tuesdays, beginning October 17,
1978.

The program will be led by Tamar P. Halpern,
Ph.D., Director of Counseling Services and Caren
Weinstein, M.S. Ed., Director of Career Planning
and Placement. For additional information, call
Daemen College, 839-3600, Ext. 233 or Ext. 253.
You may register now by completing the form at
the bottom of this page. Early registration is
encouraged — enrollment is limited.
M E T A M O R P H O S IS R E G IS T R A T IO N F O R M
Please enroll me in the Metamorphosis Workshop
to begin October 17.
N a m e _______________________________________
Address______________________________________
C ity________________ State________ Z ip _______
Telephone___________________________________
Please enclose $60.00 check made payable to
Daemen College.
Return to:

Extended Studies Department
Daemen College
4380 Main Street
Amherst, N. Y. 14226

I am interested in child care at Daemen for
__________ child (ren) age(s)__________________

SP LIT CLU B W IN N E R S
The Daemen College Alumni Association would
like to congratulate this year's Split Club winners
to date. Each of the lucky people listed below
received a check for $50. There are still three more
winners to be picked. The 1978-79 Split Club will
be looking for new members soon. W ouldn't you
like to take a chance on $50 and at the same time
help Daemen? Watch for more information on the
Split Club soon. Again Best Wishes to this year's
winners.
October — Elizabeth O'Neil
November — Mary Jane Clark, '5 3
December — Joyce Auwan
January — Marie Barnell
February — Dr. Edward J. McMahon
March — Lynn Schintzius Dubuisson
April — Mary Kay Pepe Poppenberg, '61
May — Grace Post, '62
June — Carol O'Grady, '68

Elizabeth Sim on, (r) graphic design instructor, rests fo ra
moment beside one of the many displays at the Graphic
Design Workshop.

G R A P H IC D E S IG N

A N EW D IM E N S IO N

Starting this fall, Daemen will offer a new program in Graphic Design. Unlike anything in the graphic arts field now
being offered in the Western New York area, Daemen's program will be a comprehensive four-year learning experience
leading to a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree.
First year students in the program will receive a solid background in basic art disciplines: figure drawing, creative
drawing and basic design. A s part of the four-year course of study, there will be a series of four art history surveys, ancient
through modern, in addition to profession-oriented seminars and advanced studio courses.
To better understand the technical and commercial aspects of design, the student will have easy access to Daemen's
in-house printing plant and production center staffed with professional printers and technicians.
An important asset to Daemen's curriculum is the Cooperative Education Program which enables the student to
obtain on-the-job training while pursuing his academic studies. Progressive corporations and industries are discovering the
need for graphic designers, and many designers are already regularly on staff at universities, hospitals, newspapers,
publishing houses, advertising agencies and design studios.
The philosophy behind Daemen's Graphic Design program comes in part from its new director, Elizabeth Simon,
herself a Daemen graduate.
In order to introduce the new Graphic Design program to the public, Ms. Simon held a Graphic Design Workshop on
May 5 which attracted hundreds of high school students and interested persons from the surrounding area. The program
included a look at job opportunities for the graphic designer discussed by representatives from local advertising agencies
and related fields, films and exhibits of typical projects.
Further information on Daemen's Graphic Design program may be obtained by calling 839-3600, ext. 225, or by
writing the Department of Admissions.

CREDIT-FREE PROGRAMS SET FOR FALL
The following credit-free programs have been scheduled for Fall 1978 by the Office o f Extended
Studies. (N O T E: A lu m n i pay the program fee only and not the $5.00 registration fee).
A P P L IE D P H O T O G R A P H Y • J. Carl Burke
— developing visual materials for fields of teaching, publications, science programs, educational literature; including
black and white and color printing and transparencies, and multi-media presentations.
Saturdays, 12:30 - 3:30 p.m.
(10 weeks)
Begins:
September 30
Room: D S 29
$65
C O M M U N IC A T IO N S A N D F U N D -R A IS IN G - Nancy Pliszka
— "getting your message across" for not-for-profit organizations; covers development planning, utilizing volunteers,
graphic design, the development campaign.
Tuesdays, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
(8 weeks)
Begins:
October 10
Room: D S 240
$40
E M P L O Y M E N T S E A R C H W O R K SH O P - Dynamic Innovations, Ltd.
— structured by professional employment and placement counselors and taught by a communicator/placement
specialist, the seminar will show you how to handle the interviewing/job search experience with confidence.
Saturday, October 7
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Room:
D S 236
$35 (includes pre-workshop materials 8c workbook)
IN T R O D U C T IO N TO E S T A T E P L A N N IN G - Joseph L. Runfola, Jr.
— deals with the accumulation, preservation and transfer of estate assets; wills and trusts; estate and gift taxes; estate
planning for women.
Mondays, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
(8 weeks)
Begins:
October 9
Room:
DS 9
$40
P L A N N IN G F O R C A R E E R S - Caren Weinstein
— designed for high school students or young adults wishing to know more about career paths.
Wednesdays, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
(5 weeks)
Begins:
October 18
Room:
D S 352
$10
P R O B L E M S O F P A R E N T IN G - Marion Elmer
— will address the problems of making children aware of the realities of life, including how to explain lay-offs, low
income, divorce and separation.
Wednesdays, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
(5 weeks)
Begins:
October 18
Room:
DS 9
$15

Other credit-free programs being planned include:
Modern Dance Technique
Women in Today's World
Put Your Best Back Forward
The Long Search (in cooperation with W N E D TV)
Children's Saturday Art Workshop
Retirement Planning
"Around the World . . ."

CLASS NEWS
Dr. Maura F o rtk o rt. OSF, '58, has just received her Ph.D. in Higher Education from the State University of
New York at Buffalo. For the 1978-79 school year Sr. Maura w ill be participating in the Religious Leaders
Program at Notre Dame.
Marcia Hunevan H unt, '61, is quite busy of late. She is spending her weekdays in New York City working as
coordinator of Special Programs in the Dermatology Department at Bellevue Hospital, while also attending
classes at Hunter College fo r her Masters in Public Health. On weekends she returns to her home in
Watervliet, New York to see her husband, Dick and son, Craig who have been busy w ith work, school and
caring for the house!
Kermuth De/mar Haraszko, '64, is still in Ft. Sheridan, Illinois with her husband,Dennis and four children.
Dennis is in the army. Kermuth has been certified to run a day care center in her home. She also teaches
tap and ballet to a group of 4 and 5 year olds.
Annemarie Bernadowicz George, '66, has been promoted to Assistant Professor in the Fine Arts Department
at Gannon College. Annemarie is also working on her doctoral degree in music education at Case Western
Reserve.
Andrea Pastorok Pearlman, '68, has with Chester W. Harris and Rand R. Wilcox coauthored a book entitled
Achievement Test Items - Methods of Study. The book, especially useful to professors and graduate
students in educational psychology, w ill be beneficial to all educators interested in measurement theory.
Mary Canning W olfe, '70, is, with the help of some federal funding, building a Montessori Pre-Primary
school for the St. Daniels Community in Arizona. She may write to some alumni in the same field for
advice.
Joanne Haungs, OSF, '71, received her Master of Science in Education from Niagara University in May,
1978.
Loretto M oscati Sadkin, '71, received her Master of Arts from Niagara University at their commencement
ceremony in May. Her thesis was titled "Feminine Suffering in Select Plays of Eugene O 'N e ill."
Diane Rajca Chutko, '73, received her Masters in Elementary Education from the State University College
at Buffalo in May, 1977. Diane is presently teaching 3rd grade at the Build Academy, one of Buffalo's
Magnet Schools.
H arold C. "S k ip " Mahier, '75, is presently touring with "Pentagon" one of the best known show bands in
the country. They are presently appearing at the Americana Hotel in Miami. Skip is also busy with
September wedding plans. Congratulations!

MARRIAGES
Nancy Delia Cassino, '71, to Dr. Bruce Wharton Friday, September 10, 1977.
Diane Rajca, '73, to Richard Chutko, July 3, 1977.

BIRTHS
To Dennis and Kermuth Delmar Haraszko, '64, a son, Dennis, Jr., December 8, 1977.
To Dick and Annemarie Bernadowicz George, '66, a daughter, Janice Irene, February 14, 1978.
To Leon and Mary Keller Pawlewski, '72, a daughter, Beth Anne, October 9, 1977.
To John and Susan Arcadi Pennington, both class of '76, a son, John Joseph, A pril 4, 1978.

SYMPATHY
To Mickey Crysler Galvin, '60, on the death of her mother, A pril, 1978.
To Phyllis Morgan Jardine, '62, on the death of her husband, Albert, July, 1977.

SEPTEMBER 30,1978
IS THE DEADLINE FOR THE FALL ISSUE OF
RESPONSE
BE SURE AND SEND US ALL YOUR NEWS
BEFORE THAT DATE TO INSURE
INCLUSION IN THE NEXT ISSUE.

OLYMPIC MEDALIST ADDRESSES GRADUATES
Daemen's 27th annual commencement cere
mony was held on Sunday afternoon, May 21 at
Kleinhans Music Hall.
Wilma Rudolph, Olympic gold medalist and
author delivered the commencement address to
the 189 men and women graduates, their families
and friends.
Ms. Rudolph recalled her own experiences in
overcoming a crippling handicap to become an
Olympic winner and emphasized the importance
of commitment and determination in achieving
personal goals in her address.
Five graduates received special awards during
the ceremonies. They were:
Helen Williamson Zimmermann of Egqertsville,
who accepted the Oddy Medal for academic excel
lence. She earned the highest average in her class,
a perfect 4.0.
Pamela C. Moore of Florham Park, N.J. was
presented with the President's Medal honoring a
graduate who has demonstrated outstanding leader
ship abilities.
Kathleen J. Murphy of Gowanda, N.Y. accepted
the Student Association's Mary Angela Canavan
Award for active involvement in all aspects of
student life. The award is named for the president
emeritus of Daemen College.
The Alumni-Senior Award was also presented
to Miss Murphy. This award is given to the
graduate who has distinguished herself in service
to others.
Carleen M. Twomey of Canastota, N.Y. was
presented with the Delta Epsilon Sigma Award,
given annually for the demonstration of outstand
ing intellectual ability.
After the ceremonies, a reception for the award
recipients and their families was held in Wick
Center.

Olym pic Gold Medalist Wilma Rudolph addresses Daemen
graduates.

Class of 1978 Daemen graduates file into Kleinhans
Auditorium.

Mrs. Jëan O’Shei presents the Oddy Medal to Helen
Williamson Zimmermann.

Terri Marble (I) and Mr. Milton Milstein (c) present the
Mary Angela Canavan Award to Kathleen J. Murphy.

Members of the Administration and Faculty at 1978
Commencement

Mr. James J. Daly, Jr. (I) and Dr. Robert S. Marshall (c)
present the President's Medal to Pamela C. Moore.

Kathleen J. Murphy (r) accepts the Alumni Senior Award
from Lannie Wolf Kay.

A L O O K A T T H E H U M A N IT IE S
by James F. O'Leary, Ph.D.

Graduation Days are always special events. A rush
of memories crowd together in the hope of not
being forgotten. The speeches, the brisk steps to
center stage, the presidential handshake, the
awards, the final blessing, the moments of "con 
gratulations" and "good luck," all of these vie
with the recollections of what has taken place
during four years of study.
May 21, 1978 was a special graduation day at
Daemen in many ways. It was particularly signifi
cant because it was on that day that the first class
of Humanities majors walked across Kleinhan's
stage. Partially, I wish to speak for the memories
of this particular group of Humanities students;
and, partially, I want to look to the future of the
program they are leaving behind, now that they
are starting off on new paths.
Surely, Daemen College has established a sterling
reputation in Liberal Arts in the course of its
nearly thirty years of existence. One would not be
at all surprised that persons would come to Daemen
to study literature, languages, history, and religion.
In the past some of the largest graduation classes
were History and English majors. Why now single
out a group of people as Humanities majors and
consider their memories so very different from
those who have come before them in the area of
Humanities? The point is well taken. But there is
something a little different about those who are
'concentrating'in the Humanities at Daemen today.
First, they are quite aware of our age as a time of
"specialization." They are quick to avoid the
question which misses the point of a liberal educa
tion: "What are you doing with that degree?" They
know that the answer to that question is not:
"anything one wants to." Avoiding that question
is not to say that they don't have an answer. Each
humanities concentrator begins to decide early in
his program development that his future in the
world of work can be anticipated but need not
become a preoccupation. Their preoccupation is
with learning. What I have witnessed in their
conversations with me is that they are convinced
that an aspect of liberal learning is touched by the
aphorism spawned in another age "learning for its
own sake." Involvement in the pursuit of learning
requires a commitment to all of the sciences.
Nothing from the curriculum is to be spurned.
There is nothing in study that should or need have
an immediate return, save the exhilaration of
coming to know the why and wherefore of what
called for our attention in the first place. Nothing
in the curriculum should be in and of itself
practical. Every course in the curriculum can be
turned to use. But essentially, the courses in this
or any college worthy of our attention ought to be

dedicated just to knowing. That use of knowledge
is a matter of some future concern. That concern
can only be shaped by recognizing the personal
nature of the future.
Even the common future of race can only be
shaped, if the individuals come to grips with their
own involvement in that future. In large measure,
part of the attraction, so student evaluations of
the Humanities Program tell us, is its commitment
to building upon a broad base of area studies,
during the junior and senior years. Throughout
this program concentrators have found it challeng
ing to dovetail advanced courses of the curriculum
towards the particularized goals they have set for
themselves.
A Humanities concentrator at Daemen has at least
two plans of action around which to structure his
learning. Both plans share, with the remainder of
the college programs, a 'core' of curriculum studies.
Additionally, five courses which confront some of
the central issues of a liberal education are sketched
for each student. Beyond these established strat
egies, as few as thirty-three and as many as sixtytwo hours of course work are left to the organiza
tion of the student in consultation with a faculty
advisor. Commonly, we are finding that a student
comes to Humanities to build a course of study
that suits his intellectual horizons. I believe that
this allows a liberal arts college to function in the
best sense of such a place of study. A n advisor
must be chosen more than assigned. The choice
has not a little to do with the vision the faculty
inquirer has made known to the student during
class lectures. Others may report that this is pre
cisely what happens in all areas of concentration
in the college. Here the difference emerges that
the time and direction an advisor gives to a
Humanities major always falls outside his contrac
tual obligations to the institution. The response on
the part of faculty to the particular needs of a
Humanities student has been, in every instance
exceptionally supportive.
This returns me to the memories we left on the
stage at Kleinhan's a few moments ago. While
many of us are familiar with "senior thesis" or that
last term paper that always seemed to be too
grand to complete, each of this year's graduates
fashioned projects tailored to some aspect of the
liberal arts that was suited to his interests and
objectives.
After a journey of sorts, a bi-centennial bike ride
across the United States, Peter Van der Meulen
returned to Daemen eager to investigate the literary
recollections of other journeys. His studies led him
back to one of our culture's more marvelous

accounts of traveling, The Odyssey. His final effort
is a book which he hopes to see published.
Robert Derrick, who plans to devote himself to
some aspect of psychological counseling presented
a thesis entitled "The applicability of psychology
in the organization of an ethical theory." The
majority of his studies were split between the
disciplines of psychology, philosophy, and political
theory.
Popular history and culture interested James Lash.
The majority of his efforts were in the History and
Government Department as well as in Sociology
and Psychology. His final effort was an examina
tion of mystical themes in current popular music.
Joan Kopchick's studies took her into the areas of
French language and literature, English and Amer
ican authors, as well as the history of Art. Out of
one df the Humanities offerings, titled "Under
standing the Humanities," she conducted a careful
study of the public image of the Keenan Center of
Lockport. In her last year of study her attention
turned to the writing of a biography of her own
uncle. His brother was John Muir after whom a
forest in the state of California was named. She
also hopes to submit her work to a local historical
society for distribution, because of the interesting
relationship Mr. Muir had with the Niagara area. In
looking to the future, Joan has planned a career in
library science and will be attending graduate
school at S U N Y , Buffalo.
Fortunately Daemen's curriculum has been ex
panded in many new areas of study, so that a
student whose interests are literature and the
elderly can find enough offered from English and
Sociology to remain with us for his course of
study. Fortunately, provincialism has been avoided
so that a student whose interest is in the theory of
recreation, the history of popular culture, and the
sociology of art, can be encouraged to spend a
semester or two at another college and return to
complete his education. Fortunately, our faculty
and students have been open to the possibility of
advanced study in biology and chemistry along
side the study of business practices and economic
theory.
A t this point, someone might become uneasy with
the apparent loose fashion in which the word
"humanities" has been used in this account of
"Humanities at Daemen." What should be included
in the humanities has been under scrutiny since
the time of Plato.
Perhaps,, we can blame or
thank Aristotle for the distinction between various
disciplines on the basis of subject matter. Admit
tedly, the problem is today's colleges center about
the possibility of applying the sciences to our lives,
practices, and institutions. The tension is not
among the sciences - some liberal (humanistic),
some practical (job oriented). The tension is the
very nature of knowledge. We may not yet be
thinking clearly about how certain kinds of know
ledge arise. Part of the commitment we have made
in the present structure of our Humanities Program
reveals our concern for this tension. From the start

we developed a procedure by which a student
might gain access, so to speak, to lived experience.
We called it "field experience" and we mean to
suggest that one does "learn" from involvement in
the day to day operation of our cultural and
business institutions. Given our concern for "h ow
things are," we believe the best we could hope for
was to develop learning proposals which would
anticipate, but not predict, experiences, place our
students into situations in the community of work
and leisure which would allow for the testing of
those presumptions. While retaining this aspect
from the original conception of a Humanities
Program at Daemen, we have now strengthened our
association with the Cooperative Education Pro
gram which provides structured work and learning
placements so that students might test future
careers.
The prospects for Humanities at Daemen are
auspicious precisely because of what Daemen has
always professed and because of how this program
has developed during its first four years. A s Sr.
Rachel Hooper, Professor Emeritus, has said, 'T h e
college from the beginning conceived its mission
to provide students with an integrity of mind as
well as a preparation for the vicissitudes of life."
To paraphrase an early college catalogue of Rosary
Hill College (1949-1950), learning is seen as lead
ing to a deep respect for the personal dignity of
the human and a dedication to a fine sense of
responsibility for personal action and for the well
being of others. The "Humanities Program," thus,
allows a person to be free and responsible for his
involvement in academic life by developing realistic
goals and methods for arriving at these goals. This
program fosters the belief that we relish the love
of learning which is several words for "science."
Or in words of the National Endowment for the
Humanities, the term "Humanities," includes the
study of the following: "language, both modern
and classical; linguistics; literature; history; juris
prudence; archeology; philosophy; comparative
religion; ethics; the history, criticism, theory, and
practice of the arts; those aspects of the social
sciences which have humanistic content and em
ploy humanistic methods; and the study and
application of the humanities to the human
environment with particular attention to the
relevance of the humanities to the current condi
tions of national life."

Dr„ O’Leary is an Assistant Professor o f
Philosophy and Director o f the Humanities
at Daemen.

$$$ BIGGER AND BETTER SPLIT CLUB FOR 1978-79 $$$
The Daemen College Alumni Association w ill soon be looking for members for the 1978-79 Split Club. As
it has done in the past, the Split Club w ill provide the budget for Alumni Association Programming, such as
the Children's Christmas Party. Through this year's expansion we hope to establish an Alumni Scholarship
Fund as well.
Membership for the coming year w ill cost $20.00. A b it more than in the past, you might say, but there w ill
be more for your money too! Monthly prizes of $50 each w ill again be awarded from September through
April. Then in the spring, a Split Club dinner w ill be held on campus fo r all members. (Non-members w ill
also be able to attend the dinner for a small fee). A t the dinner more than 25 prizes w ill be awarded ranging
from $10 to a Grand Prize of $250. Why not try to get a group together (fellow alumni, fam ily, friends,
neighbors) to join the Split Club. Then besides the many chances of winning you can plan on a fun evening.
Your Split Club membership w ill give you not only a nice dinner and evening out, along w ith plenty of
chances to win, but w ill also give you the opportunity to help Daemen's students.
We hope that many out of town rnembers w ill still take part in the Split Club. It would be great if you
could join us fo r the dinner but you need not be present to win any of the prizes. So if you can't visit us
your membership w ill still entitle you to more chances to win than ever before and would also benefit the
Alumni Scholarship Fund.
Membership is n o t lim ite d to members o f the alum ni only. Anyone who w ould like to take a chance on
winning and a t the same tim e help Daemen is more than welcome to jo in .
The membership form found below can be used to secure your place in the Split Club. Send along your
check for $20.00 payable to the Daemen College Alumni Association. Thank you fo r your interest and
support. Best of luck to all of you!

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE 1978-79 DAEMEN COLLEGE SPLIT CLUB
N A M E _______________________________________ ______________________________________________
ADDRESS___________ ___ ________________________ _
(street)
(city)

___________________________________
(state)
(zip)

Send to: Split Club, Daemen College Alumni Association, Box 771,4380 Main St., Amherst, N.Y. 14226.

WHAT'S NEW ?
Many people tell us how much they enjoy reading about their friends and classmates in the Class News
section of the RESPONSE. We want that section of the magazine to continue to be an important one
BUT WE NEED YOUR HELP! Why not use this form to let us know about any recent changes or news in
your life - marriages, births, education and/or work related news, community involvement, or anything else
that you would like to share. The form can also be used to update your address.
Let us hear from you.
NAME

_______________________________________________________ C LA S S ______________

ADDRESS CHANGE

You may be interested to know that:

Clip out and mail to Class News - The RESPONSE, Daemen College, Box 771, 4380 Main Street,
Amherst, New York 14226.

"M y feeling, young man, is that you gentlemen from Canisius can damned-well scuba in your ow n p oo! ! "

The above caption was the winning entry in last issue's Old Photo File Photo Caption Contest. It was submitted by Bob
and Louise Smyth '7 3 of Buffalo. Mr. & Mrs. Smyth won two free tickets to the Homecoming Dinner on May 6 for their
outstanding effort.

DAEMEN TRIVIA
How much do you really know about Daemen (nee Rosary Hill) College? Here, we've put together a
few questions to test your knowledge of some of the interesting facts that make up our trivial heritage.
Perhaps you have your own favorite memory of some non-monumental yet nostalgic event of those
thrilling days of yesteryear. If so, we'd like to hear from you and include your Daemen Trivia question in
our next issue. Address all questions (and answers) to:
Daemen Trivia / Box 749 / Daemen College / 4380 Main Street / Amherst, New York

14226.

Answers on page
1.
2.

Without Herbert E. Crouch there may have been no Daemen College. Who was h e ?
Heather Thorpe was a faculty member in the early '50's whose job often hung by a thread.

3.
4.
5.

What did she teach?
What disgruntled group elected to leave town when Fatima Lake was drained?
Why was James M cNeill, a student o f the late '60's, a legend in his own tim e?
Which current Daemen College Vice-President is described thusly in the 1952 yearbook:
at tennis and adept at things so cia l. . . has the power o f superb achievem ent?"

6.
7.

What are the first four lines o f the original R H C alma mater?
From what famous old theatre were the seats for Daemen Little Theatre purchased?

8.
9.

What color roses were passed from class to class in the old M U D cerem ony?
What former faculty member used to patrol the halls in her habit and white Civil Defense helm et?

"Excellent

T R IV IA A N S W E R S
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

7.
8.
9.

Mr. Crouch was one of the original owners of the property on which the campus now stands and the man who
built Rosary Hall.
Heather taught weaving to the young ladies at Rosary Hill College.
Fatima's resident ducks.
Jimmy blissfully attended school here as the first male student in the history of the college.
Our superb Vice President for Academic Affairs and R H C alumn, Patricia E. Curtis.
All hail to Alma Mater,
Both beautiful and new.
And lift her glorious banner.
Of ivory and of blue.
The upholstered seats in Daemen Little Theatre were purchased for two dollars apiece at the closing of Buffalo's
old Erlanger Theatre.
Seniors gave yellow roses to the juniors; juniors gave red roses to the sophomores; sophomores gave pink roses to
the freshmen; freshmen gave white roses to the president of the college for the fall's incoming class.
Sister M. ("Keep-Away-From-The-Windows") Regina, OSF.

r

NOTABLES
Two faculty members are recipients of awards this year from the National Endowment for the Humanities
for Summer Seminars. James O'Leary w ill be a participant in the seminar "Greek Values, Greek Society
and the Interpretation of Greek Texts" to be held at the University of Chicago June 26 - mid-August.
Dr. O'Leary is also currently working on a book on Plato's Republic to be entitled "The Cosmic Vision."
Claudio Vasquez o f the Music Department w ill be a participant in the seminar "Music in Latin American
Society: Past and Present" to be held at the University of Texas at Austin June 12 - August 14.
Dr. Ellen Banks and Ms. Cathy Ball of the Admissions Department recently presented a paper to the
Eastern Psychological Association Convention in Washington, D.C. entitled "Students Reactions to
Common and Uncommon Names."
Also presenting papers at the same convention were Dr. Thomas Miller and Dr. Richard Cimbalo. Dr. Miller's
presentation was entitled "Clinical Effects of Cognitive-behavior Modification and Psychiatric Inpatients."
Dr. Cimbalo presented his paper "The Isolation Effect in Children's Short-term Mem ory," w ith Janet
Söderström, a former student.
Dr. Cimbalo w ill also be traveling to Wales in September to present a paper entitled "Making Something
Stand Out: The Isolation Effect in Memory Performances," to the International Conference on Practical
Aspects of Memory; and has recently had an article cited and quoted from in a book entitled A New Look
at Love by Elaine and William Walster.
Two recent appointments to Daemen's Board of Trustees include Thomas Thayer, president o f Chemical
Bank - Buffalo, and George Measer, publisher of Bee Publications, Inc.
Peter Siedlecki has had six poems published during the past year in various publications including Poetry
View, Nantucket Review and Stone Country Review. He also made a guest appearance on "Poetry Here and
N ow " televised on Courier Cable.
James A. Allen, Associate Professor of A rt, had a drawing accepted for the 24th National Ball State Drawing
and Small Sculpture Show which ran from May 7 - June 25 at Ball State University in Muncie, Indiana.
Joe Brown, of the Daemen College Basketball Team, was recently named to the eight-man National Little
College A thletic Association All-America basketball team. Joe averaged 22.5 points and eight assists this
past season in leading the team to the NLCAA Championship playoffs.
Six members of the Daemen College Boxing Team, Darryl Graham, Ron Frazier, Calvin Porter, Preston
Jones, Nate Demps and Ron East, recently qualified fo r competition in the Empire State Games, an
Olympic-style athletic event to be held in Syracuse in August. Daemen College was recently the host to the
Western New York Regionals in boxing for the Empire State Games on June 30.
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